Media release

INDUSTRY LEADERS CALL FOR MORE BIG DATA EXPERTS: SEA ASIA SURVEY
SINGAPORE, <16 February 2017>: In a new survey released by Sea Asia 2017, maritime leaders have revealed that
a severe skills shortage is preventing the industry from effectively harnessing Big Data and ultimately negating
performance and cost-saving potential.
According to the survey, 63 per cent of the leaders believe the lack of access to Big Data is holding back their ability to
utilise it, with only 12 per cent saying they are currently compiling, analysing and storing Big Data. The leaders also
identified that the key areas where they see potential benefits from the use of Big Data are real time information on
vessel performance (77 per cent) and cost savings for their respective companies (70 per cent).
The survey, conducted ahead of Sea Asia 2017, was carried out among maritime leaders to gain insights into key trends
in the industry. The trends highlighted in the survey will form part of the discussions taking place at Sea Asia 2017.
Recognising the benefits that Big Data brings to the industry, Mr Oh Bee Lock, Head of Group Technology at PSA
International Pte Ltd, said leaders need to start looking more closely into how data analytics can augment human
decisions, while bringing the current and future workforce up to speed.
“There is no question that Big Data will transform the port and logistics industry substantially. From enabling cargo
visibility to the development of self-piloting ships, the benefits are clear. With technology changing rapidly today, the
industry will develop slower than others if it does not harness and use Big Data successfully.
“The next step must be for us to prepare the industry to fully integrate Big Data analytics into the working environment.
We need to look into developing the skills of our current workforce to ensure that there are professionals who are trained
to collect and use the large amounts of data in the industry, and make it more interesting for Big Data professionals to
join the industry.
“Only with a competent set of professionals can the opportunities provided by Big Data be leveraged effectively,” said
Mr Oh, who will be speaking at Sea Asia 2017.
A majority of the industry leaders surveyed also supported this sentiment. Half of the leaders (50 per cent) recognised
the need for more skilled professionals, especially with the industry moving towards smart shipping, while 83 per cent
highlighted the importance of focusing on developing the skills of current employees.
Mr Oskar Levander, Vice President of Innovation – Marine at Rolls-Royce, highlighted that with the global move towards
smarter technologies, it is crucial that all stakeholders recognise the need to change with the times and work together
to keep up.
“Big Data has the potential to change and disrupt the maritime sector, changing the way services are offered and
allowing new players with new and different skills sets to enter the market. The evolution of technology means that the
competitive landscape for the maritime industry is also changing quickly. It is therefore crucial for the industry to come
together and collaborate with one another and the government to accelerate innovation, improve processes and create
value. This will help us navigate challenges to come,” said Mr Levander, also a speaker at Sea Asia 2017.
Seatrade Chairman, Chris Hayman, said the results of the Sea Asia 2017 survey highlight the industry’s focus on the
need to move towards Big Data and smart shipping. At the same time, it is clear that there is still a lot of work to be done
to ensure they effectively harness the power of Big Data and new technology.
“Some of the key discussions that will be taking place at Sea Asia 2017 include conversations around the utilisation of
Big Data and smart shipping technologies. At the ‘The Fourth Industrial Revolution: Threat or Opportunity’ session, we
will delve into how technology and innovation can be leveraged as strategies for the maritime industry to move forward
amidst today’s challenges.
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“As with previous editions, leaders from the global maritime scene will come together on the Sea Asia platform this year
to also discuss and debate with one another on how the industry can leverage opportunities that come along with new
trends impacting the industry,” said Mr Hayman.
Sea Asia 2017 will be held in Singapore at the Marina Bay Sands ®, Singapore from 25-27 April 2017.
Note to editors: Respondents of the Sea Asia 2017 survey are the CEOs, chairmen and directors of maritime and
offshore companies.
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Notes to Editors
About Sea Asia 2017
Sea Asia, the premier maritime and offshore conference and exhibition in Asia is returning for the 6th edition on 25 - 27
April 2017 at the Marina Bay Sands®, Singapore. Co-organised by Seatrade and the Singapore Maritime Foundation,
Sea Asia is well-attended by trade professionals and some of the most influential and respected leaders in the industry,
delivering an unparalleled reach of key decision-makers.
Alongside an international exhibition, the highly acclaimed and interactive Sea Asia conference complements and puts
Sea Asia at the forefront of regional maritime events. International thought-leaders will address the latest topics, debate
on key trends, and discuss opportunities and challenges facing the maritime and offshore businesses from a commercial
perspective.
For a full list of sponsors and exhibitors, and more information on the conference programme, please visit www.seaasia.com/.
About Seatrade
Founded in 1970, Seatrade was acquired in 2014 by UBM, the world's second largest media and event organiser across
a wide variety of industries. Seatrade’s publications, events, management training, research and award schemes cover
every aspect of the cruise and maritime industries. The company's principal strength is its ability to bring key people
together, encouraging innovation and facilitating better communication within the industry. Seatrade is headquartered
in Colchester, UK, with regional offices in Dubai, Singapore, as well as representatives in all major maritime centres and
cruise destinations across the globe.
For more information, please visit www.seatrade-maritime.com.
About the Singapore Maritime Foundation
Established in 2004, the Singapore Maritime Foundation (SMF) is a private sector-led organisation that seeks to develop
and promote Singapore as an International Maritime Centre (IMC). As the representative voice for the commercial
players of the maritime industry, SMF seeks to forge strong partnerships with the public and private sectors of the
maritime industry. SMF spearheads initiatives to promote the diverse clusters of the maritime industry in Singapore and
at international frontiers, and to attract young talents to join the sector. SMF is directed by its Board of Directors which
comprises prominent leaders in the Singapore maritime community.
For details, please visit www.smf.com.sg.
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About the Singapore Maritime Week 2017 (22nd – 28th April 2017)
Sea Asia 2017 is held in conjunction with the Singapore Maritime Week 2017 (SMW). SMW is the leading maritime
event in Singapore driven by the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore. SMW gathers the international maritime
community in Singapore for a week of conferences, dialogues, exhibitions and social events in celebration of all things
maritime. These events reflect the vibrancy and diversity of Singapore as a major international maritime centre.
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